
Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum  

Unconfirmed Minutes of the 2nd Meeting held at 2pm on Thursday 10th December 2020  

Via Lifesize Video Conference 

 

Present 

Richard Ball (RB) – Chairman/Secretary 

Ian Mabberley (IM) – Chairman 

Pam Bell (PB)  

Philippa Cherryson (PC) 

Stuart France (SF) 

Siôn James (SJ) 

Ian Jenkins (IJ) 

Karen Harris (KH) 

 

Hywel Morgan (HM) 

Denis Murphy (DM) 

Ruth Pickvance (RP) 

Steve Rayner (SR) 

Dave Sharman (DS) 

Kathryn Whitrow (KW) 

 

 

Observers 

James Lawrence   BBNPA 

Eifion Jones    BBNPA 

Lisa Lloyd    Rights of Way Assistant BBNPA  

Michael Smith   Natural Resources Wales 

Ian Rowat   Member of public 

Alan Wilson   Forest Planner, Natural Resources Wales 

 

1. Election of Chair 

RB opened the 2nd meeting and explained that he had received one expression of interest for the 

position of Chairman from IM and asked if there were any other members interested in standing as 

Chairman. As there were no further candidates, members unanimously elected IM as LAF Chairman.   

 

2. Election of Deputy Chair 

RB said that he had received two expressions of interest for the position of Deputy Chair; from 

Phillippa Cherryson and Colin Woodley who offered to stand if there were no other expressions of 

interest. Members unanimously elected PC as Deputy Chair.  

 

IM took over the chairing of the meeting and welcomed Karen Harris who has been recently appointed 

as LAF member. 

  

3. Access at Llyn y Fan Fach 

IM provided members with an update on the ongoing communication between the LAF and Dwr 

Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) regarding the proposed improved access to the track leading to Llyn 

Y Fan Fach. IM expressed frustration that this matter had not been satisfactorily resolved yet. 

 

4. Car Parking at Henrhyd Falls 

KW highlighted the issues around insufficient car parking at Henrhyd Falls to cope with demand and 

explained the problems faced by the local community with the increase in visitor numbers during the 

summer. Villagers are frustrated as they don’t seem to be able to get anyone to listen. Henrhyd Falls 

and the car park are owned by the National Trust (NT). Is there anything that can be done to 

encourage the NT to look at permanent solutions to improve car parking facilities to avoid the 

disruption and congestion that the local community faced last summer? 

 



IM suggested that the situation was part of a larger issue as the National Park has seen a massive influx 

of people since the lifting of Covid restrictions at the beginning of the Summer. There are likely to be 

similar numbers of visitors next summer and there is a need for a visitor management plan for the 

whole area.  

 

Recommendation:  the BBNP LAF recommends that a comprehensive and strategic 

Visitor Management Plan be urgently constructed.  The Forum agreed that the problems 

of this summer are most likely to be mirrored in 2021 as uncertainty around travel and 

the COVID pandemic continues.  

 

The Forum agreed that this was not something that the BBNPA could be expected to 

undertake on its own and recommended that the BBNPA work with - amongst others - 

National Trust, NRW, County and Community Councils and other major land owners.  

 

JL added that there have recently been staff changes within the NT and Alan Kearlsey-Evans is 

responsible for the area going forward. The issue at Coelbren has been raised at a recent meeting and 

he has been provided with information on previous conversations that have been had with the 

Community Council.   

 

JL added that it is hoped that a Community Interest Organisation will be set up that represents local 

businesses and residents, to look at improving community benefit. JL invited KW to attend the next 

group meeting. 

 

Hywel suggested that the car parking situation at Llyn y Fan Fach needs addressing as soon as possible. 

The NPA and the graziers need to come to an agreement on the location of the car parking area. 

 

5. Wild Camping 

KW suggested that there had been an increase in illegal wild camping over the summer, the NP 

wardens have been moving campers on from the Old Trecastle road, but was wondering if there was 

a wider issue with wild camping with the National Park? 

 

RB said that the BBNPA does not collate any data but there does seem to be an increase. Other than 

on BBNPA owned land the NP Wardens don’t have powers to move people on. There has been 

discussion about the potential for Bylaws which a number of other NPAs have but there are questions 

on how and who would police them.  

 

KW suggested that there needs to be clearer communication, on the BBNPA website and social Media 

just to provide clarity as many visitors may not be aware of the restrictions that apply. 

 

IM suggested it should be included in the wider Visitor Management discussions. 

 

6. Annual Report 

Members agreed for the Annual Report to be submitted to the Planning and Rights of Way Committee 

meeting in January and IM will present the report to the Authority. 

 

7. ROWIP update 



EJ provided members with a brief update. Most of the ROWIP projects are yet to be completed. The 

bridges have been purchased and are waiting for installation in the new year.   

 

8. Rights of Way Issues 

Two consultations have been sent out recently. LAF Members generally supported both diversions. 

 

DS is aware of an issue that has been raised with The Vale of Community Council where Satnav’s are 

directing drivers along a dead-end road heading towards the Sugar Loaf, it’s causing problems with 

congestion and parking in farmyards etc. 

DM added that he had a very similar problem on another dead-end lane heading off the A40 up towards 

the Sugar Loaf, the Trunk Road Agency was contacted and they provided permanent signage which 

has helped. 

 

9. Canal, Communities and Wellbeing ENRAW Application 

The bid is going to be submitted on or near the 16th December. The project is about connecting 

people with nature along the Monmouthshire & Brecon canal and Montgomeryshire canal. The bid is 

for c. £900,000 over a 2-year period and will be led by Powys CC. BBNPA is very hopeful that the bid 

will be successful. The project will start in April 2021 and will involve towpath improvements and 

other improvements on paths leading from communities to the canal along with biodiversity 

enhancements. 

There will be a steering and advisory group and Powys CC would like a representative from BBNP 

and Powys LAF to sit on the board. 

 

It was agreed that PC should be the LAF Representative. 

 

KH asked that whoever sits on the board makes sure that any improvements incorporate disabled 

access especially for anyone with mobility issues, visual impairments etc. as the canal towpaths are a 

very important way of accessing the countryside.   

 

KH offered to assist PC with any discussions around disabled access. 

 

10. Brecon Beacons National Park Authority Corporate Plan 

RB advised members that the plan was included for info and said that the LAF has the opportunity to 

make comments as it has yet to be agreed. 

 

PC commented that the plan lacked detail. RB said that it was difficult to include figures as the NPA is 

waiting to receive the settlement from WG. 

 

11. Any Other Business 

 

Alan Wilson, Forest Planner with NRW, joined the meeting and introduced himself and informed 

members on the review of Forest Plans. Currently working on the Mynydd Du and Llanthony Forest 

plan and will be going out to public consultation in the new year. 

 

MS added that public access will be very much part of the forest planning. AW said that looking at 

opportunities to improve public access and connectivity is a key part of the plan.  

 



KH asked if consultation documents could be made available in public places such as library’s as not 

everyone has access to the internet. MS agreed. 

 

IM reiterated that it is all well and good improving access into the NRW estate, but it has to be 

managed. NRW staff need to be available to manage the areas on the weekends as that is when people 

are accessing it. MS agreed to take that issue back to the NRW land management team and would ask 

someone to attend a future LAF meeting. 

 

Date of the next meeting 

8th April 2021 – Venue to be confirmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


